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Presseinformation 

World’s leading trade fair BAU more and more international 

 Proportion of exhibitors from outside Germany approaching 40 percent 

 Still possible to apply to exhibit 

 Proportion of international visitors has doubled in the last 10 years 

 Not just a trade fair for architects, but also Europe´s leading trade fair for 
the building trades 

 

BAU is becoming ever more attractive to international companies. The 

applications received so far for BAU 2021 indicate the proportion of 

exhibitors from outside Germany will be as high as 40 percent—for the first 

time in the 55-year history of BAU. 

 

The exact figures won´t be clear until early summer after the first round of 

placements when the companies have responded to their placement proposals 

from the exhibition management. “Currently we are even a good way over 40 

percent, but experience has shown that the curve flattens out the closer it comes 

to the start of the fair,” explains Markus Sporer, Deputy Exhibition Director. 

 

In theory companies interested in exhibiting at BAU 2021 can apply right up until 

shortly before the start of the show. But because there is already high demand 

for space, almost all of the 200,000 square meters of space in the 19 exhibition 

halls has been accounted for. Demand is particularly strong at the moment from 

those countries which in recent years were always among the Top 10: Italy, 

Austria, Poland, Turkey, Spain, Switzerland, Belgium, Netherlands and the 

Czech Republic. Overseas interest is also high, with demand growing strongly in 

particular from China and the US. 

 

BAU 2021 is thus continuing a trend that has been ongoing for a good ten years 

now: The international representation at the trade fair is growing constantly, 

among both exhibitors as well as visitors. The number of exhibitors from outside 
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Germany has almost doubled since 2009: from 464 (2009), 530 (2011), 572 

(2013), 637 (2015) and 715 (2017), to 849 (2019). In 2019 the proportion of 

exhibitors from outside Germany was 37 percent. 

 

The number of visitors from outside Germany also rose at a similar rate over that 

time: from 37,201 (2009) to 59,940 (2011), 60,149 (2013), 72,250 (2015) and 

80,781 (2017) to 85,477 (2019). Calculated as a percentage this has doubled 

over ten years, from 17 to 34 percent. “This is a reflection of how highly the 

international building and construction community regards and values BAU, and 

that strengthens our positioning as the world´s leading trade fair for the sector,” 

explains Exhibition Director Mirko Arend.  

 

Alongside this very pleasing development at international level, BAU is also 

continuing to consolidate its no. 1 status for the building sector in Germany. A 

good 60 percent of the exhibitors and around two-thirds of the total number of 

visitors to BAU come from Germany. “Approximately 95,000 visitors come from 

the building sector and these form the bedrock of this trade fair,” Arend points 

out. “As such BAU is not only Europe´s leading trade fair for architects, it is also 

the leading trade fair for all the trades in the building sector in Germany.” 

 

What is particularly noticeable is that the strong increase in the number of 

exhibitors and visitors from outside Germany coincides with a significant 

expansion in the fair´s offering to planners and architects. Forums C2 and C4, 

the guided tours for architects and also the many architectural prizes such as the 

Bauwelt Award and the DETAIL Award—all of this was developed over the last 

10 to 15 years. And at the same time as the fair built its reputation as an 

“architects´ trade fair”, we noted increased demand from companies abroad in 

particular. With the increasing international spread among the exhibitors and an 

expanded offering on the architecture side, BAU also became more attractive for 

international visitors, too. Many of these visitors—spanning around 45 different 

countries of origin—come from planning and architectural offices, and a good 

17,000 of them are from outside Europe. 
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Despite the comprehensive offering for architects, BAU will in future sharpen its 

profile as an integrated platform for all those involved in the field of planning and 

construction, explained Exhibition Director Mirko Arend: “The BAU brand draws 

its relevance above all from the fact that it appeals to everyone: planners and 

architects as well as engineers, specialist suppliers, building firms, project 

developers and not least the building trades from which the majority of the 

visitors still come. For this reason we will in future be paying particular attention 

to all those involved in construction.” 

 

Applications to exhibit at BAU 2021 can still be submitted via the website 

(www.bau-muenchen.com). Even late-comers can be lucky. Because with 

cancellations and placement changes, opportunities do crop up for new 

applicants to be offered space – “as long as they are flexible as regards size of 

booth, can accept smaller presentation spaces, and the company fits in with the 

exhibition profile of the hall in question,” explains Markus Sporer. 

 

About BAU 

BAU is the world's leading trade fair for architecture, materials and systems, the largest and most 

important event for the industry. The next BAU will take place at the Messe München Exhibition 

Center from January 11 to 16, 2021. Some 2,200 exhibitors from around 50 countries, and more 

than 250,000 visitors from all over the world are expected to attend.  

On an area of 200,000 m2—for years all the available space has been booked up—BAU presents 

architecture, materials and systems for commercial, residential and interior construction, new-build 

and R&M, in 19 exhibition halls. Every two years, it brings the market leaders of the industry 

together at this overarching building trade exhibition, which is unique worldwide. The range of 

products and services is structured according to building materials, product sectors and themes.  

BAU addresses all those involved in the planning, construction and operation of all kinds of 

buildings. BAU is also the world’s largest trade show for architects and engineers, attracting over 

65,000 design professionals.  

The supporting program, featuring numerous attractive events, including top-class panels with 

experts from all over the world, rounds off the show.  

 


